
Licensing Committee 9th April 2018

GAMBLING ACT 2005 – COUNCIL’S STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY

Portfolio Holder: Not applicable – non-Executive function.

Lead Officer: Jackie O’Reilly, Public Protection Manager.

Report Author: Clinton Boyce, Solicitor.

Report summary: To present a draft Statement of Licensing Policy for members’ 
consideration with a view to it being issued for public 
consultation.

That:   (a)     the Committee approves the draft revised policy and agrees to it being issued 
                      for statutory consultation; and
          
             (b)    that the Committee resumes on the 13th June 2019 to consider any responses 
                      to the statutory consultation with a view to making a final recommendation 
                      to Council on the 25th June 2019.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 (‘the Act’) requires a licensing authority (this 
Council) to prepare, every three years, a statement of the principles that they 
propose to apply in exercising their functions under the Act during that three year 
period and, once prepared, to publish such statement. The last statement was 
approved by Council on the 3rd December 2015 and was for the period of three years 
from the 1st January 2016 and expiring on the 31st December 2018. The policy has 
therefore expired.

1.2 The Council needs to prepare and adopt a new statement under the Act as quickly as 
possible. This work is delegated to the Licensing Committee subject to the final 
proposed policy being endorsed by Council. 

2.0 DRAFT POLICY

2.1 The Gambling Act 2005 has three licensing objectives:-

(a)   Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being 
associated with crime or disorder or being used to support crime;

(b)  Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way; and



(c)   Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or 
exploited by gambling.

2.2 Responsibility for the administration of the Act is shared between district councils 
who are licensing authorities and the Gambling Commission.  The Gambling 
Commission is responsible for the issue of operators and personal licences and 
licensing authorities are responsible for licensing gambling premises and the issue of 
permits to authorise other gambling facilities in their licensing area.

2.3 Before determining the Policy various people must, by Section 349(3) of the Act, be 
consulted namely:

(i) The Chief Officer of Police for the Authority’s area; 

(ii) One or more persons who appear to the Authority to represent the interests 
of persons carrying on gambling businesses in the Authority’s area; and

(iii) One or more persons who appear to the Authority to represent the interests 
of persons who are likely to be affected by the exercise of the Authority’s 
functions under this Act.

This has previously extended to licence-holders, local safeguarding boards, Gamcare, 
public authorities and advice bureaus and will be extensive again this time. The 
views of the above have to be given appropriate weight when the policy is being 
determined.

2.4 The Guidance issued by the Gambling Commission and separate Regulations specify 
what the Policy should contain.  A copy of the Council’s draft revised Policy for 2019-
2022 is attached as Appendix 1 to this report.  The Policy includes, at Appendix 5 to 
the draft policy, a scheme of delegation for dealing with licensing matters.

2.5 The draft revised Policy will be issued for consultation and the consultation period 
will run from the 11th April to 24th May 2019.

2.6 A summary of the responses to the consultation will be prepared and considered by 
this Committee on the 13th June 2019 which will then make a recommendation to 
Council at its meeting on the 25th June. (Dates are subject to member approval of the 
committee calendar). The final policy must then be published by public notice, by 
placing it on the Council’s website and placing it on deposit for public inspection.

2.7 A report notifying Council of the current position is on the agenda for Council on the 
same date as this meeting.



3.0 STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS

3.1 Monitoring officer/legal comments:  All legal issues arising are contained within this 
report or the policy.

3.2 Section 151 comments: There are no financial implications arising from the 
recommendations in this report. Fees for gambling licences and permits are dealt 
with as part of the budget setting process.

3.4 Equality Act issues: None arise directly from this report. The Cumbria Disability 
Network will be a consultee on the draft policy.

3.5 Policy framework: Not applicable as this relates to a statutory function.

4.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Draft Statement of Licensing Policy (Appendix A); and
Gambling Commission Guidance to Licensing Authorities.


